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RECOGNITION
Over the Christmas break, Rileigh
Oxendine donated ten inches of her
hair. The hair will be given to
children with cancer. We are very
proud of this second grader's sacrifice
and selfless act.

MONTH RECAP
January was a fresh start to the the
second half of the school year. It
consisted of MAP testing,
renovations to the new learning
commons, honoring Martin
Luther King in all classes, and
preparing for the February Black
History Program.

STUDENT OF THE MONTH
By Beth Pittman

1. Josiah Green is a first grader in Mrs. Pittman’s class. Josiah has a
positive attitude and spreads his positivity to others in the
classroom. He is always cheerful and happy and has a
contagious smile! Josiah is conscientious of his schoolwork and
is an honor roll student. When Josiah is at home, he enjoys
playing with his baby brother and playing his Xbox on the
weekend. When asked what he likes most about school he said,
“Getting the answers right and working on the computer.”
Josiah is the son of Andrea Green. Congratulations Josiah!

EVENTS
Feb 3-7 School Counselor
Feb 4- 100th day of school
Feb 7 -National Africian American
Read-In
Feb 11 Spring Pictures
Feb 14- Valentine's Day
Feb 17- Teacher Work Day
Feb 18 Progress Reports
Feb 27 - Black History Program

KID'S HEART
CHALLENGE
By Keith Thomas

$1.4 MILLION GRANT
The Robesonian
Southside-Ashpole Elementary School has won a $1.4 million, 3.5-year
grant from the Department of Public Instruction to support school
improvement.The grant was competitive and is federal Title I funding
through DPI’s Innovative Partnership Program. It was open to all school
systems in the state, and 34 schools applied, with 10 earning grants in a
blind judging.A grant supervisor and a consulting company will be
hired with the goal of boosting academic performance at SouthsideAshpole, the only school in North Carolina’s Innovative School District.
The low-performing school was taken over by the state, but showed
little academic improvement in its first year of operation in 201819.Principal Kenneth Bowen, who is in his first year at the school, is
upbeat. He also is pleased about the grant.“We’re having a great year,”
Bowen said. “I am confident we will see great improvement based on
what we’ve seen on our benchmark testing.“The grant will support our
goal of continuous academic improvement of our students.”Dave
Pricket, communications and strategy manager for ISD, said the details
of the grant program will be worked out with school leadership and
staff, said Dave Prickett, ISD communications and strategy manager.“All
the partners will bring their best ideas to the table, and we’ll set a plan
appropriate for Southside-Ashpole,” Prickett said.James Ellerbe, ISD
superintendent, acknowledged the efforts of his team in receiving the
grant award.“Their efforts in preparing the application have given us
access to tremendous resources to assist in the ongoing efforts at
Southside-Ashpole,” Ellerbe said. “We are thrilled to be awarded the
IPG funds, and they will go a long way in implementing evidence-based
practices at Southside-Ashpole and furthering school improvement
efforts, which are being driven by school director, Dr. Kenneth Bowen,
his leadership team and his dedicated staff of educators.”This is the
second grant received by Southside Ashpole in the 2019-20 school year.
A $132,000 state school safety grant will allow the school, with 220
students, to hire a nurse and behavior specialist.The Innovative Schools
District was created by the General Assembly as a model for turning
around low-performing schools. District leaders hired charter school
operator Achievement for All Children to operate the district.

Visit our website:
saes.k12isd.org

The ‘Kids Heart Challenge’ is an
innovative plan of action to teach
students through jump rope skills,
how their heart works and raise
money to help kids with special
hearts. The goal is to have fun, learn
how to stay healthy and make a
difference in the lives of others! The
Kids Heart is a fun and exciting
event where students learn about
their heart while helping others by
raising money for the American
Heart Association. It prepares
students for success through
physical and emotional well-being.
The students are enjoying the
opportunity to be their own heart
hero and take the initiative to be
responsible for their health.
Southside Ash/Pole is working
diligently to ensure that students
understand the importance of living
a healthy lifestyle. Jump roping,
playing basketball, and running are
skills and hobbies that students can
take with them for a lifetime.

Intelligence and
skill can only
function at the
peak of their
capacity when
the body is
healthy and
strong

