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MONTH RECAP

Southside-Ashpole hosted a
Saturday School from 9:00 am to
1:00 pm on December 5 and 12,
2020! Ms. Pridgen, second grade
teacher, was the leader of this
event. Ms. Walker and Ms. Mcgirt
were highly involved in this! They
are planning another Saturday
school soon!

The SAES family is excited for
the new year of 2021! There will
be a new outdoor learning center,
new principal, and many other
positive changes that will be
arising! Some awesome changes
have been put forth into the
school website by Ms. Morant and
Ms. Tilford! Check it out!

STUDENT OF THE MONTH
Written By Ms Taylor Tilford

Brandi Barnes has been an exceptional student, especially
during virtual learning. Brandi is actively involved in her
reading, mathematics, art, and music class. She is bright,
positive, outgoing, and works super hard! Brandi shows
leadership by being friendly to everyone in her class and she
is a student that always tries to be the best she can be. Brandi
is especially a leader in her virtual art class. This student
comes to every google meeting with project ideas,
references, and continues to shine through actively
participating. Way to go, Brandi! Ms. Tilford is very proud
of the fourth grader you have become!

EVENTS
January 4-5 - Remote Learning
January 21 - First day back from
break for students

STAFF SPOTLIGHT
Written By Ms. Taylor Tilford
Ms. Beth Pittman plays a vital role at Southside-Ashpole Elementary. Ms. Pittman
has continued to teach, though she retired in South Carolina four years ago. This
wonderful educator has taught kindergarten for thirty years and first grade for
the last three years here in Rowland, North Carolina. Ms. Pittman received her
bachelor's degree at Coker College. This degree was focused on elementary
education. She continued her education and worked hard towards two masters:
learning disabilities and school administration. She attended Frances Marion and
Coastal Carolina University. Ms. Pittman is not only a first grade teacher, but a
true leader of this school. She was recently nominated as the School
Improvement Team leader and has previously been in charge of other
committees at Southside-Ashpole Elementary, such as the Academic Booster
Club. Ms. Pittman works beyond school hours creating lesson plans, organizing
meetings, and finding new ways to enhance the school. She really is an amazing
role model for the beginning teachers while also assisting school administrators.
Outside of the classroom, Ms. Pittman enjoys spending time with her two
grandchildren. She is a dedicated mother, grandmother, leader, and educator.
Way to go, Ms. Beth Pittman!

SECOND GRADE SCIENCE
Written by Ms. Taylor Tilford
The second grade class created science projects that were based on their
research involving animals and their habitats. Ms. Joanne Mcgirt, second
grade teacher for mathematics and science, is very proud of her students
and the outcome of their projects. The students researched the North
Carolina Zoo website and chose their animal. Then, students created
wonderful posters with facts about their chosen animal. This assignment
involved research based on scientific evidence, writing, and creativity all in
one!

Kaiden Hamilton
Kaleb McPhaul

NEW KID ON THE
BLOCK
Written By Ms.Ziena Walker
The amazing Mrs. Shipp has been a part of
our team for a few months, and getting to
know more about her confirms the
adjective “amazing”. Masa Kinsey-Shipp is
an award-winning educator of Fayetteville,
North Carolina. She is a proud wife and
mother of two beautiful daughters. She first
became interested in education as a
teenager when she taught her younger
sister to read. Mrs. Kinsey-Shipp has served
as the Teacher of the Year in several
educational settings: for W.G. Pearson
Elementary (Durham Public School, 2000),
Glenn Elementary (Durham Public Schools,
2006), and Spring Lake Middle
(Cumberland County Schools, 2007). Masa
has diligently served as a middle school
assistant principal, elementary principal,
middle school principal, and now as the
IPG Coordinator at our school. Her
undergraduate degree in Elementary
Education and master’s degree in
Curriculum and Instruction were obtained
from North Carolina Central University.
She earned an Add-on School
Administrator’s License from The
University of North Carolina at Pembroke,
an educational specialist license from NC
State University and is currently pursuing
her doctoral degree at North Carolina State
University. North Carolina State University
was her university of choice due to their
commitment to transform the educational
experiences for children in economically
disadvantaged areas. She has successfully
completed the Distinguished Leaders in
Practice and the BB&T Leadership
Programs. In the future, Masa will utilize
the knowledge gained through her doctoral
program to serve as a strategic district
leader that positively impacts the lives of
students and teachers by ensuring all
students have access to the resources they
need to be successful. We are blessed to
have such a wonderful educator on our
team!
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